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you, what will not these golden mountains do, or
rather these islands all of gold, as I daresay they
shape themselves day and night in your mind ?
Beware, I do beseech you, and never let ' the cursed
hunger after gold/ whereof the poet speaks, creep
over that spirit of yours, into which nothing has
hitherto been admitted save the love of goodness
and the desire of earning the good-will of all men.
If these golden islands are fixing themselves too
firmly in your thoughts, turn them out before they
possess you, and keep yourself safe till you can
serve your friends and your country in a better
way."

Sidney may have thought now and then of going
out with Frobisher in the summer of 1578, as Lan-
guet shows us he had been inclined to do a year
before; but, if so, Court ties and family duties
deterred him. He merely looked on and helped to
superintend the preparations. He was with the
Queen at Greenwich, having returned from Wan-
stead, where his " Lady of May " had lately been
performed, on the 28th of May, when Frobisher and
his fourteen captains kissed her Majesty's hands at
parting, and had, according to the record, "good
gifts and greater promises " bestowed upon them.
He was with the Queen, too, in October, when Fro-
bisher's ships came straggling back, having had many
narrow escapes and passed through great difficulties,
and when the admiral had to report that, though he
had tracked out much coast hitherto unvisited, on
both sides of the channel now known as Hudson's
Straits, he had seen no place fit for winter habitation,